Newsletter 1
August 2014

The newly established Green Olive Trust UK provides educational opportunities for orphans and other
disadvantaged children in rural Western Kenya. This is an area where there is wide-spread poverty, and many
children orphaned as a result of violent conflict, poverty, and the spread of AIDS and other diseases. Many
bright children are prevented by lack of funding from progressing beyond primary school. The project arises
out of personal contacts between some Lewes Quakers and Kenyan Friends and is supported more widely by
Friends in Lewes and others. We are now appealing across the UK for support in the form of donations
and/or commitments to sponsor a suitably qualified student through high school, college or university.
Hi everyone, my name is Oscar Shamalla, I am a Kenyan
from Kakamega County and precisely from Musingu/Bukusi
village. I was born and raised in a Christian family of eight. I
came from a very humble background, my parents had no
formal job and we relied on little agricultural activities for
survival from our small piece of land in the village.
From my young age I was told education was the key that
could empower me and help me change my life. I believed and I
worked hard. I did well in both primary and secondary
examinations. I proceeded to pursue my bachelor’s degree in
pharmacy in Pakistan. It was a five years program and the
financial implications were too big for my imagination. It
seemed out rightly impossible but I still had strong faith. It
was a time when the Green Olive Foundation was starting; it
was still a very young organization with nothing much in
financial terms. Luckily, I had been identified as a potential
beneficiary by its patron Mr. Geoffrey Segero. I must thank him
for believing in me.
My dreams almost got shattered while I was just a first year
student in the pharmacy school due to lack of fees. I thought I
was never going to see myself finish university. My thoughts
were false, thanks to Bronwyn Harwood because she just came
in the nick of time! She was a godsend I guess? She paid my
fees, paid my upkeep expenses and even my air travel. She did
all these despite the fact that she had never seen me or met
me. She believed in me! I have no words to describe my
gratitude to her and to the Green Olive Foundation. I graduated
in the year 2010; I travelled back to Kenya and in the same
year passed the local exams which were needed for me to
register as a pharmacist in Kenya. I have worked in various
places since then. At the moment I am the pharmacist in
charge of Lodwar County and Referral Hospital, Turkana County
in Northern Kenya. I am proud to serve Kenya in this capacity
and am optimistic that the future is very bright.
My job has given me the ability to take care of my parents, pay
fees for my brother at University and assist my youngest
sibling still in high school. When opportunities strike I don’t
hesitate to extend a lending hand in whatever little way I can
to those children who are in need and desperate just like I
used to be.
Apart from my work at the hospital I am one of the board
members of the Green Olive Foundation. As earlier stated my
gratitude to the Green Olive Foundation is immeasurable! I look
forward to its growth so that many sponsors and well-wishers
will come on board to help so that many more young men and
women from poor families can get assisted to achieve their
potential in full through education.
Thank you!
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Visit of Churchill Malimo
In early July Lewes Meeting was fortunate to
have a flying visit from Churchill Malimo who is the
Africa Secretary for Friends World Committee for Consultation
and is based in Nairobi; he was in The United Kingdom to attend
the FWCC Central Executive Meeting. He was most impressed by the
existing work of the Foundation having travelled recently with those
connected with the Foundation in rural Kenya and seen the poverty in the
area we are focussed on. He is now a board member of Green Olive
Foundation, Kenya.
Churchill comes originally from the rural area of Kakamega in Kenya, where
the Green Olive Foundation is already working. He was brought up in a
Quaker family, but was one of those children whose family could not afford
for him to complete his education. He was however able to train as a
Quaker pastor in the Programmed Meeting tradition in Africa. I think
he gave some of us that connection with the people in the rural
areas of Kenya which has enabled us to take forward our
concern. Over a jolly ‘bring and share’ Quaker lunch we
had an opportunity to hear more about him and his
work and the urgent need for our support.

Could you help support a Kenyan Student?
£35 per month for a High School student
£100 per month for a University or College
student.
Smaller amounts are equally welcome. It only
takes seven people each committing to £5 per
month to fund a High School student.
We are planning some local fundraising events
and would love to hear from anyone who might
be able to organise something in their local
area.
Contact us for further details on how to
contribute monthly. Cheques can be sent to:
Green Olive Trust UK
37 Ferrers Road
Lewes
BN7 1PY

If you would like further news
about the Green Olive Trust UK or would
like to support us by either sponsoring a student
or fundraising please contact
admin@greenolivetrust.co.uk
Treasurer@greenolivetrust.co.uk
Website: www.greenolivetrust.org.uk
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